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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Zambia Institute of Chartered Accountants is a professional membership body 

whose function among others is to advise government on matters of economic and 

national development.  As requested, the Institute wishes to submit its comments on 

the 2026 National Budget presented to the Parliament on Friday, 26th September 

2025 by the Minister of Finance, Hon. Dr. Situmbeko Musokotwane, MP, under the 

theme “Consolidating Economic and Social Gains Towards a Prosperous, 

Resilient and Equitable Zambia”. As directed by the Clerk of the National 

Assembly, the thrust of our comments is on the allocation to the Auditor General’s 

Office. What we are presenting are our views on the proposed allocation to the 

Auditor General’s Office. 

 

1.1 We are privileged to be invited to make oral and written submissions to the 

Committee on Parastatal Bodies on the allocation to the Auditor General’s 

Office. 

 

2. MANDATE 

The mandate of the Office of the Auditor General is to Audit the accounts of State 

Organs, State Institutions, Provincial Administrations, Local Authorities and 

Institutions financed from public funds as outlined in Article 250 of the Constitution 

of Zambia. 

 

3. SUMMARY 

The Office of the Auditor General will embark on pursuing the objectives and targets 

set out in the Eighth National Development Plan (8NDP). The 2026 Budget estimate 

for The Office of the Auditor General is K248.1 million. This allocation will go 

towards the fulfillment of its mandate through the implementation of two 

Programmes namely; External Audit and Assurance programme and Management 

and Support Services Programme. 

 

COMMENTS 

In 2026, Government proposes to spend K253.1 billion and the budget allocation 

towards the Office of the Auditor General is K248.1 million representing 0.098% of 

the proposed expenditure.  

Adequate budget allocation is important for the Office to enable it provide effective 

oversight through comprehensive and timely audits.  However, with the inadequate 

budget allocation, the Office operations are negatively affected. 
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3.1 Allocation by Economic Classification 

 
 

 

The budget allocation by economic classification indicates that K130.1 million (52.4 

percent) has been allocated to Personal Emoluments whereas K92.4 million (37.2 

percent) is allocated towards Goods and Services, K17.4 million (7.0 percent) has 

been allocated to the establishment of the State Audit Commission and K8.3 million 

(3.4 percent) has been allocated to the acquisition of capital assets. 

 

3.2 Allocation by Programme 
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The allocation by Programme and Sub-programme table shows that K152.1 million 

(61.3 percent) has been allocated to the External Audit and Assurance Programme 

and K96.0 million (38.7 percent) has been allocated to the Management and Support 

Services Programme. 

 

3.3 Management and Support Services 

 

 
 

 

The summary estimates by economic classification shows that K28.4 million of the 

total Management and Support Services budget is allocated to Personal Emoluments 

and K43.0 million has been allocated to Use of Goods and Services , K17.4 million 
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is allocated to establishment of the State Audit Commission whereas K7.2 million 

has been allocated to acquisition of Capital Assets. 

 

COMMENTS 

The budget line on capital expenditure has been reduced drastically in the 2026 

proposed budget.  The budget line affected include the procurement of motor 

vehicles.  From the interactions with the Auditor General’s Office, the Office 

planned to procure motor vehicles in 2026 to ensure increased audit coverage and 

smooth audit operations.  

It is worth noting that the audit operations of the Office are heavily dependent on 

motor vehicles to enable physical verifications on implementation of national 

programmes, activities and projects. The audit sites include far flung areas across 

the country and this requires good-conditioned and adequate motor vehicles.  

However, the Office has been grappling with the challenge of inadequate motor 

vehicles to ensure implementation of timely and comprehensive audit coverage.   

Further, we commend government for allocating K17.4 million for the establishment 

of the State Audit Commission. This is the correct step towards enhancing the 

financial and administrative autonomy of the Office as the office was recently 

operationalised. 

The independence of the Office is crucial to the effective operation of the Office and 

this is a requirement in line with the international principles on auditing for Supreme 

Audit Institutions. 

4. CONCLUSION  

We believe that the Budget is a necessary fiscal tool to create positive contribution 

to economic growth and poverty eradication.  

Finally, we would like to thank the government for listening to the submissions from 

ZICA on different issues. 


